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" One Gleam of Romance

Bo I walked om, a solitary damsel, | OB

along that interminable country road. I
walked in good spirits, and am always
delighted when I first' see a new pros-
pect untolding before me. But 1 hal
somewhat miscaleulated my strength, It
is one thing to walk ount in the fresh
morning and another thing to make a
forcdd journey after the morning’s work
is done. I got quite angry with mysclf
for feeling tired almost on the outset of
my walk. I.felt that I should be very
glad if T could make friends with any
good-natured driver who oould give me
8 lift. Bometimes when we came back
on & market day futher did not st all
mind our carrier, who was also parish
elerk, giving us a lift in his covered
wnsm. But this seemed to be a lonely
road through an uninhabited conntry,

There drove up :Eer!ectl white man
in a cart full of meul-bags; but there was
.hudl{ room for himself among hie bags,
and I besides did not want to be per-
fectly white.

By the irony of fate there also came
by & coal wagon, but I had as little wish
to be black as to be white. Thenl
eame to & little roadside inn which had
s board with a painted remark about
being “drunk on the premises.” I rather
quickened my pace, for such an an-
nouncement ggeale& that there might
be roughs shead.

Then I listened, but listened in vain.
4 should have been glad of the oompm:g;
of any good old market woman wit
whom I could have chatted as I walked
along, and in fact I would not atall
have minded carryingher eggs for her
for company's sake,

Presently I heard the sound of wheels,
the sound of rapid driving. A turn of
the road discovered to me & young man
driving a tandem. The horses were spir-
fted and fresh, and he had some difficulty
in pulling them up wheu he came close
to

me,

“Well, my pretty maid,” ho cried,
*“are you all by yourself? Bhall I give
you a lift? Tuke a drive with me in my
trrie. 1t will be a lark for you,”

ow I really was very tired, But it
was very impertinent for him to call me
& pretty maid, which, indeed, I was not,
Then I knaw that my father quite disap-
roved of young men driving tandem.
en it was quite disrespectiul, toen
the least of i"i to make that remar
about “a lark.” DBesides, the young
man's a{a and voice and manner were
not at all to his credit, They suggested
the idea that he had been at the iun
which I had left behind me, and had car-
ried out the idea of getting ‘“drunk on
the premises.”

Bo I made up my mind in & moment,

“No, thank you, sir; I had rather
walk.”

“Where are you going?’

It was no business of his, but I aun-
mure’gl quietly, “I am going to Manning-

“Ho am I. And it Is more than seven
miles. You will never be able to doit,
Qet up, my dear; I'll lend you g hand.”

This was very insolent—1 mean call-
mg me “my deéar,” I gave no answer,
but walked forward briskly, He was up
in & moment and jumped out of his gig,
keeping the reins in his hand.

“At any rale gcm will give o & kiss?’

T shrieked and ran away from him as
fast as 1 could in the opﬁmite direction,
going over the ground which I had toil-
gomely traveled a little while before,
My knees bent under me, and I thought
¥ should have fainted. A glance showed
me, however, that he did not dare leave
the two horses, which were champing
and freiting to be off. How, in my heart,
oi hearts, I blessed those honest horses
Then the wretch actually shook his fist
at me, uttering ugly words.

Presently, and with a feeling of great
joy and relief on my part, he was out of
ight as fast as his two horsescould car
him. In the meanwhile, I had su
down exhausted by the wayside. Tire
road had a wide margin of grass which
rosa at this point into a hillock shadowed
by a copse of trees, There was literally
a mossy couch where I reclined, and also
literally watered it with my tears. In all
my life I had never been so grossly de-
graded and insulted.

Was this, inde ed, the

nning of my

_ entrance upon the world? Burely the

world was something infinitely more vile
and evil than my father's sermons had
ever told me it was I felt like some
poor damsel in the days of Arihurian
romance whom some wicked Farl Doom
bad insulted; but, alas!I thought, in
these Victorian days there is no ﬁn! ht
Geraint “riding abroad, redressing hu-
man wrongs,” saving fair ladies when
they are lost in perilons paths. But it
will be seen that Idid the Victorisn days
an injustice,

The shadows were falling faster and

of any use, It will soon be quite dark,
and there is no moon to-night?”

“I have missed a that was to
hm:;s met me,” I said, “and am walking

“This is the road to Manninghim,
where I am driving. You are ga&:s
there, too, I presume. I think you
better allow me to drive you into the
town.”

There was something very courteons
and pleasant in his voice, There was
suficient light to discover a bright-eyed
and handsowe, kindly face, with thick,
curly hair, My instinot told me thatI
need not be afreid to be driven by him.
At the same time I hada horror of being
driven by solitary gentlemen, especially
after what hud happeued such a short
time before, and answered, not, perhaps,
in so firm a toue as I ought:

“No, thank yon. I shall manage to
walk un.”

He moved his hat, and with a ginkin
heart I saw him prooved on his way. It
3mahlnwn|:y mind tl::lt:tlwouldﬁo:tzl
after him accept roposition.
Pride, however, came to my gelp, and [
refrdained from duinilw. Fortunately
however, he stopped his horse and wai ted
till I should come u

“I hope, ma’am,” sid, “that you
wil accep m offer. It is really not fit
thata lady like yourself should be out

after dark, in n country you don’t know,
and evidently very tired.”

1 stammered out some kind of a re-
fusal,

“But kynu must come,” he #aid, with
an air of authority., “My home will not
wait any longer, and it is impossible to
leave you here, No one could answer
for the consequences. Please jump in at
once,”

He was positively ordering me to get
in, and T had not mﬂicieng strength of
miind or body to resist his orders. If he
had tried to beg and entreat and coax
me tu get in, I know I should have walk-
ed on fill Idropped; but, being peremp-
torially told to get in, my girlish in-
slinet of obedience came to my help,
and I was lifted in by a strong arm be-
fore I quite knew what was being done
with me.

I waa 8o thankful when I was being
comfortably driven along, the swift mo-
tion and brisk air bringing back my
Iiigh spirits, an they always do, I teld
my deliverer what was my destination.
He knew Donnington and he slso knew
Mr, Wilmslow very well, but he did not
think that I should be able to get there
that night, He questioned whether at
that. time of night I could get a vehicle
to take me on. Perhaps it might not be
right to travel yp to the Wilmalows at
the late hour when I shouldarrive. Un-
foriunately, he himself had to go five
miles in another direction, He was al-
ready past his home, and his horse was
nearly knocked wup. FPerhaps, too, we
both doubted how far it would be in ex-
actly good taste for » young gentleman
to drive up a young lady at midnight to
a sedite household where she was to be
an exemplary governess,

But we had & very pleasant talk., He
told me all about the gentleman to whose
house I was going, a country equire and
at the same time a dpmctical farmer, cul-
tivating a thousand acres of his own,
He thought I should like the place and
the peo[‘:Es, and he certuinly amused me
very much by the way in which he de-
soribed all my future surroundings. Bot
all the time it was easy for me to see
that ks mind was not quite at rest, that
he was not quite certain what was best
to be done, and rather anxious as to the
upshot of the adventure.

I'T0 BE CORTINDED, |

Tralis of Overweorlied Men.
[Macmillan's Magazine,] *

Nothing could have been kinder, for
example, than the act of 8ir Wulter
Seott, writing ont sermons for a young
aspirant to the Seottish ministry, whose
state of nerves munde him unuble to grap-
ple with the task and satisfy his P'resby-
tery, Similar, though in a quite differ-
ent sphere, was the kinduess shown by
Vinet, at Lausanne, to & peasant woman
who invaded his solitude one Bunday
morning. Overcome by toil and illncss,
Vinet had been obliged to forbid the vis-
its of strangers, and his family were
guarding him with all possible care.

The woman was an intelligent, God-
fearing peasant, whohad never succeeded
in getting rest for her spirit; but, having
&dF:n in with one of Vinet’s books, she
was persunded that if she could only see
him. he would be able to give her the
needed guidanes. ' With much difficulty,
she got admission to his room, We can
fancy the anxious relatives enjoining her
to detain him as short a tine s possible.
But Vinet, when he heard her story, was
profoundly interested, and spent the
whole day with her, up to the hour of
the last stage coach. T'he sccount which
the woman gave to her own pastor, on re-
turni

SOMETHING ABOUT FLJI.

Exient of the Islands and Charac=

ter of ihe Peoople.
fBan Franciseo Alta.]

The receipt of the first discovery of
s some re-
marks about that group, which is des-
lace in the
our globe.
The islands are situated in latitude 18
deg, south, nearly in & direct line be-
tween San Francisco and Sydney, four-

Fiji, published in 1879,

tined to occupy & prominent
future of the Paci:ﬁc half or

and telling him that I have for
gotten my pumse, ask him to send
4 waiter home with me, when
I will pay my bill. To this he objects,
Icive him myname and address, and
the next day I send him the price of the
diruér. Then I dine two or three times
without paying, and pay for the three
dinners together. By this time I lmve
thoroughly established my eredit, and I
can dine luxuriously for & long period
without being troubled with bill.
Tatonce organize picnics. I beg each

teen hundred miles from the latter port, | guest to hand me his share of the bill,
and about the same distance from New |and I pocket the money, leaving the en-
Zealand,  Tahita, Honolulu, the|tire amount to be charged to me. A new
Marshall Islands, Caroline Tslands, | restaurant does not like to commence its
and New Guinea, and eareer by swing & customer; so when at

as far from New Caledonia, and the New

Inst the proprietor is tired of feeding me,

Hebrides, Solomon, Ellice, Bamoan, and | I promise to pay him some day, and then
Friendly groups. Amid all thess Figi is | commence operations with one of his
a central port, with the prospect of great | confreres, J’E:luusy, dnd a plensure in

commeércial facilities when

the Bouth Pacific—is well supplied with

stenm vessels. Five years ugo Fiji be-

came o British colony, but the civilized
authority was so weak in some of the
smaller 1slands, or districts remote from
the sea-ports, that eannibalism did not
cease till two years later. “Long Pig”

has ceased to appear on the native
bills of fare. There is an orderly gov-

ernment, with police, courts of justice,

public records, and [ast, but not t, &

regular system of taxation.
e group has an area 7,000,000 acres,

much of which belongs to the Colonial
Government, and is offered for sale at $56
an acre for first-class, and less for poorer

qualities. The area cultivated by white

settlers is 18,000 ncm:j and no mention is

made of the acred sold to white men, be-
longing to patives; or of unsold of the
first quulity, The group has 80 islauds,
making an archipelago 870 miles long by
260 wide, There are 120,000 natives, in-
cluding 20,000 available for work, but
when employed as laborers, they idle
away their time unless closely watched.
Their wages are $20 a year, besides food,
clothing, and tobacco, costing-$20 more,
making the total ex
month. Natives of New Britain and
New Ireland, hired by terms of three
years, nt $20a year, are more industrious.

With such wages there is no chance
for a white man to make anything asa
laborer, and there is little opportunity
to make much as an employer, unless he
has $10,000 capital to begin with. The
chief exports are cocoanuts, cotton and
sugar, aud it is supposed that coffee will
be largely cultivated. The dried cocoa-
nuts, called copra, makes up nearly two-
thirds of the exports; and of 13,000 acres
planted by the white settlers 6,000 are in
cocoanuts, 2,600 in cotton, 1,500 in sugar-
cane, 1,000 in cofice and 260 in arrow-
root. We o told that all these can be
cultivated profitably. January, the hot-
test month, has & mean temperature of
84 deg., with a maximum of 99 deg. in
the shade, and 160 deg. in the sun; and
July has a mean of 77 deg., with a mini-
rum of 67 deg. three feet from the
ground, 55 deg, in the grass, and & maxi-
mum of 85 deg. in theshade and 140 deg.
in thﬁ sy

There is never a month when the heat
does not go to 140 deg, in the sun. The

coldest month of Fijiis about 20 deg,
hotter than the warmest in San Fran-

cisco, if the adjective cold can be applied

to any month in the former place or
warm to any in the latter. Though
Fiji bas 100 inches of rain in the aver-

yenr, it has only 160 rainy days, and
:ﬁ: climate is generally considered a
very pleasant one for those accustomed
to the torrid zone. There are no ma-
lignant fevers or malarial disesses, and
the vegetation is most luxuriant and
beautiful. Taken altogether, Fiji will

icronesia—
a name including those small islinds of

nse less than $4 a

secing those in the same business done,
prevents any one who has been victim-
ized warning others against me.”

Marriage in Znluland.

A Zulu youth can not marrya girl
until he has whipped all her brothers
and given her father a fall if demanded,
in addition, This makes & courtship
more exciting than chocolate caramels
and gumdrops; but the Zulu maiden who
has four brothers weighing 180 pounds
euch, and measuring fifty inches around
the waist, generally dies an old maid,
while the girl whose brothers are weak
and sickly, and whose father is under
the daisies, is overrun with proposals, It
is & queer custom, and if it was in vogue
in this country agirl who is dn onl
child and a half orphan on her father’s
gide would be ata premium.
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